Doer of the Word

Session 1



Activity 1
Introductions & James Background

Each student will introduce him or herself and tell what they know

about the book of James or would like to know about it.

(30 seconds per person.)



James
Backeround

Doer of the Word
Session 1




Author

e Most likely James, the Lord’s half-brother
e Leader of the Jerusalem church
e Made a significant impact on the early church in Jerusalem (Acts 15; 21).

e Held an authoritative position in the church at the Jerusalem council (Acts
15:13ff)

e Spoke with Paul on his return to Jerusalem at the end of his third
missionary journey



Audience

e Twelve tribes who are dispersed abroad (1:1), but not in one location.

e Believers fled during the persecution which came upon Stephen’s death

e Jewish Christians dispersed across Judea and Samaria (Acts 8:1),
Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Syrian Antioch (Acts 11:19)

e James would have felt responsible as their former pastor to offer

instruction to them at this time.



Purpose

e James gave instructions to keep the body of Christ connected

e Theme is Christian faith and bearing works worthy of a genuine
Christian

e Admonished readers to practice their faith as doers of the Word
e Emphasized proper response to suffering and trials

e Theme reflects real faith produces genuine stability, humility, love, and
patience



Lenre

e Epistle
e Probably written before the Council in Jerusalem in AD 49-50

e |etter immerses the reader into the culture of that time



Outline

Faith in action as doers of the Word: Obedience under adversity
e Introduction (1:1)

e Patience in Trials (1:2-19a)

e Doing the Word (1:19a-3:18)

e Pride and Worldliness Rebukes (4:1-17)

e Rich Oppressors Rebuked (5:1-6)

e Encouragement in View of the Coming of the Lord (5:7-20)



Activity 2: Joy

“My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations;”

(Jas 1:2).

Write down in your own words what you think joy means in Jas 1:2 above.

Pastor Cox will call on a few people to report out.



Activity Z: Joy

Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience” (Jas 1:3).

Let’s define joy in Jas 1:2 using the context principle.

Context Principle of Hermeneutics

Context connects thoughts running through a portion or whole of Scripture to
reveal the original intent of God'’s truth.

One interprets a word or verse keeping in mind the surrounding content,
historical, and cultural contexts of the passage, book, testament, and Bible.



Contextual Word Study: Joy in Jas 1:2-4

(2) My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations;
(3) Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience.

(4) But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and
entire, wanting nothing.



Contextual Word Study: Joy in Jas 1:2-4

What is going on behind the text politically, economically, culturally,
historically, and socially?

James writes to the assembly of believers suffering many trials. He
lists them in the letter. For example

dispersed to a land not their own (1:1)
opposition and persecution (5:10)
powerless widows and orphans (1:26-27)
wide-spread poverty (2:16)

exploited by the wealthy (2:5-7; 5:1-11)



Contextual Word Study: Joy in Jas 1:2-4

What is going on within the text”? Look at the words in the verse.

My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations;

To whom does James write?

What type of verb is count?

What does count it meant?

All precedes joy. What does all mean?

When does one count it all joy?
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You have to look at each cross reference to
see If It supports the context of Jas 1:2.

Possibly Acts 13:52; 20:24; Rom 14:17, 15:13;
1 Thess 1:677?
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Activity Z: Joy
Since we exegeted joy, what is your takeaway from the
Study?

According to the study about joy, how does God work in
the lives of His people today?



Activity 3: Faith

“Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh
patience” (Jas 1:3).



Activity 3: Faith

“Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience” (Jas
1:3).

Amy: Faith is our belief and our intent to believe.

Hassan: Complete trust in our foundational belief.

Pastor Yvette: Trusting in what | believe and it goes back to the Word of God.

Kayla: When you trust with all your might or being...put trust in God

Keith: Strong Belief in God and trusting in His Word

Paula: Putting your trust in God and having your assurance He will fulfill promises
BrittanY; Trust or confidence without proof.

Write down in your own words what you think faith means in Jas

1:3 above. Pastor Cox will call on a few people to report out.
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Activity 3 -- Question (3

“Knowing this, that the tryin
(Jas 1:3).
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your faith worketh patience”

Since we exegeted faith what is your takeaway from the
study? Pastor Cox will call on a few people to report

out.



Activity 4 -- Joy: Break out room
“My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations;”
(Jas 1:2).

As believers, why is having an attitude of joy essential when
facing temptation?

Write a thesis statement (Focus, Precise Opinion, three key points)
and three topic sentences that match the key points.



