
Doer of the W
ord

Session 1



Activity 1                                  
Introductions & Jam

es Background                       

E
ach student w

ill introduce him
 or herself and tell w

hat they know
 

about the book of Jam
es or w

ould like to know
 about it. 

(30 seconds per person.)

●



Jam
es 

Background
Doer of the W

ord
Session 1



Author
●

M
ost likely Jam

es, the Lord’s half-brother

●
Leader of the Jerusalem

 church

●
M

ade a significant im
pact on the early church in Jerusalem

 (A
cts 15; 21).

●
H

eld an authoritative position in the church at the Jerusalem
 council (A

cts 
15:13ff)

●
S

poke w
ith P

aul on his return to Jerusalem
 at the end of his third 

m
issionary journey



Audience
●

Tw
elve tribes w

ho are dispersed abroad (1:1), but not in one location.

●
B

elievers fled during the persecution w
hich cam

e upon S
tephen’s death

●
Jew

ish C
hristians dispersed across Judea and S

am
aria (A

cts 8:1), 

P
hoenicia, C

yprus, and S
yrian A

ntioch (A
cts 11:19)

●
Jam

es w
ould have felt responsible as their form

er pastor to offer 

instruction to them
 at this tim

e.



Purpose
●

Jam
es gave instructions to keep the body of C

hrist connected

●
Them

e is C
hristian faith and bearing w

orks w
orthy of a genuine 

C
hristian

●
A

dm
onished readers to practice their faith as doers of the W

ord

●
E

m
phasized proper response to suffering and trials

●
Them

e reflects real faith produces genuine stability, hum
ility, love, and 

patience



Genre
●

E
pistle

●
P

robably w
ritten before the C

ouncil in Jerusalem
 in A

D
 49-50

●
Letter im

m
erses the reader into the culture of that tim

e



Outline
Faith in action as doers of the W

ord: O
bedience under adversity

●
Introduction (1:1) 

●
P

atience in Trials (1:2-19a)

●
D

oing the W
ord (1:19a-3:18)

●
P

ride and W
orldliness R

ebukes (4:1-17)

●
R

ich O
ppressors R

ebuked (5:1-6)

●
E

ncouragem
ent in View

 of the C
om

ing of the Lord (5:7-20)



Activity 2: Joy

“M
y brethren, count it all joy w

hen ye fall into divers tem
ptations;” 

(Jas 1:2).

N
ext tim

e I’ll w
rite these dow

n. E
xcellent job everyone!!!!!!

W
rite dow

n in your ow
n w

ords w
hat you think joy m

eans in Jas 1:2 above. 

P
astor C

ox w
ill call on a few

 people to report out.



Activity 2: Joy
“K

now
ing this, that the trying of your faith w

orketh patience” (Jas 1:3).

Let’s define joy in Jas 1:2 using the context principle. 
 

Context
 Principle of Herm

eneutics
 C

ontext connects thoughts running through a portion or w
hole of S

cripture to 
reveal the original intent of G

od’s truth. 
 O

ne interprets a w
ord or verse keeping in m

ind the surrounding content, 
historical, and cultural contexts of the passage, book, testam

ent, and B
ible. 

 



Context
ual W

ord Study: Joy in Jas 1:2-4
(2) M

y brethren, count it all joy w
hen ye fall into divers tem

ptations;

(3) K
now

ing this, that the trying of your faith w
orketh patience. 

(4) B
ut let patience have her perfect w

ork, that ye m
ay be perfect and 

entire, w
anting nothing.



Context
ual W

ord Study: Joy in Jas 1:2-4
W

hat is going on behind the text politically, econom
ically, culturally, 

historically, and socially?

Jam
es w

rites to the assem
bly of believers suffering m

any trials. H
e 

lists them
 in the letter. For exam

ple

●
dispersed to a land not their ow

n (1:1)
●

opposition and persecution (5:10)
●

pow
erless w

idow
s and orphans (1:26-27) 

●
w

ide-spread poverty (2:16) 
●

exploited by the w
ealthy (2:5-7; 5:1–11)



Context
ual W

ord Study: Joy in Jas 1:2-4
W

hat is going on w
ithin the text? Look at the w

ords in the verse.

M
y brethren, count it all joy w

hen ye fall into divers tem
ptations;

To w
hom

 does Jam
es w

rite?

W
hat type of verb is count?

W
hat does count it m

eant?

A
ll precedes joy. W

hat does all m
ean?

W
hen does one count it all joy?



W
ord Study: Joy 

in Jas 1:2      
Step 1

Blue letter Bible .org

U
se your brow

ser, 
not the app.



Type Jam
es 1:2 in the 

search box at the 
top. M

ake sure you 
use the King Jam

es 
Version.

H
it G

o.

W
ord Study: Joy 

in Jas 1:2      
Step 2



You’ll see the verse 
near the bottom

. 

Click ‘Tools’: 
Jam

es 1:2, w
hich w

ill 
take you to the 
interlinear

W
ord Study:

Verse to 
Interlinear
Step 3



Scroll dow
n to joy.

Click on the 
Strong’s #
G

5479

W
ord Study:

Strong’s #
 to 

Interlinear      
Step 4



Click on 
‘Show

 Strong’s 
Info’

The + sign w
ill 

open to ‘Strong’s 
Info’

You can find 
a possible 
gloss for joy 
here.

A gloss is a 
one to three 
w

ord, initial 
m

eaning for 
the w

ord in 
context.

W
ord Study:

Interlinear to                

Lexicon to Strong’s Def.    
Step 5



Click on 
‘Show

 O
utline of 

Biblical U
sage

The + sign w
ill open 

to the outline

W
ord Study:

Strong’s Def. to Outline 
of Biblical Usage
Step 6



Click on 
‘Show

 Thayer’s 
G

reek Lexicon

The + sign w
ill open 

to the lexicon

W
ord Study:

Biblical Usage to 
Thayer’s Greek Lexicon  
Step 7



Scroll dow
n for the 

appropriate 
m

eaning in context

W
ord Study:

Biblical Usage to 
Thayer’s Greek Lexicon                  
Step 8



W
ord Study:

Thayer’s Greek Lexicon 
to the Concordance                  
Step 9

Look at the verses 
surrounding Jas 1:2:
Luke 2:10; 2 Cor 
1:15

D
on’t assum

e!

Read each one.



You have to look at each cross reference to 
see if it supports the context

 of Jas 1:2.

Possibly Acts 13:52; 20:24; Rom
 14:17, 15:13; 

1 Thess 1:6???



Show sam
ple of joy on hom

ework tem
plate.   

         



Since we exegeted joy, what is your takeaway from
 the 

study?  

According to the study about joy, how does God work in 
the lives of His people today?    

Activity 2: Joy



“K
now

ing this, that the trying of your faith w
orketh 

patience” (Jas 1:3).

Activity 3: Faith



Activity 3: Faith
“K

now
ing this, that the trying of your faith w

orketh patience” (Jas 
1:3).
A

m
y: Faith is our belief and our intent to believe.

H
assan: C

om
plete trust in our foundational belief.

P
astor Yvette: Trusting in w

hat I believe and it goes back to the W
ord of G

od.
K

ayla: W
hen you trust w

ith all your m
ight or being...put trust in G

od
K

eith: S
trong B

elief in G
od and trusting in H

is W
ord

P
aula: P

utting your trust in G
od and having your assurance H

e w
ill fulfill prom

ises
B

rittanY; Trust or confidence w
ithout proof.

W
rite dow

n in your ow
n w

ords w
hat you think faith m

eans in Jas 
1:3 above. P

astor C
ox w

ill call on a few
 people to report out.



W
ord Study: 

Faith in Jas 1:3
Blue letter Bible .org

U
se your brow

ser, 
not the app.



W
ord Study: 

Faith in Jas 1:3
You w

ill find Jas 1:3 in 
1Bi



W
ord Study: 

Faith in Jas 1:3
You w

ill find Jas 1:3 in 
1Bi

U
nder fidelity, 

denoting a strong 
and w

elcom
e 

conviction or belief 
that Jesus is the 
M

essiah, through 
w

hom
 w

e obtain 
eternal salvation in 
the Kingdom

 of G
od



Activity 3
“Knowing this, that the trying of your faith 
worketh patience” (Jas 1:3).



Activity 3 -- Question Call Out
“Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience” 
(Jas 1:3).

S
ince w

e exegeted faith w
hat is your takeaw

ay from
 the 

study? P
astor C

ox w
ill call on a few

 people to report 
out.



Activity 4 -- Joy: Break out room

“M
y brethren, count it all joy w

hen ye fall into divers tem
ptations;” 

(Jas 1:2).

A
s believers, w

hy is having an attitude of joy essential w
hen 

facing tem
ptation?

W
rite a thesis statem

ent (Focus, P
recise O

pinion, three key points) 
and three topic sentences that m

atch the key points.
  


