
Summary Example: How to Write a Basic Theological Summary 

        A theological summary is one type of an expository essay. An expository essay is termed as an 

exposition, with the purpose of informing, describing and explaining something. Since the theological 

summary is an expository essay, the summary serves the same function. The intent of this overview is to 

review the elements of a basic theological summary in relation to exposition, focusing on the summary’s 

meaning, process and characteristics. A theological summary can be defined as a synopsis of a written or 

verbal biblical source -- Scripture, ancient documents, commentaries, research, writings, videos, 

podcasts, interviews, etc. When a writer crafts a theological summary, he or she condenses key concepts, 

most often in his or her own words, from a biblical source to produce a concise synopsis. Thus, 

condensed writing is a trait of theological summary. Although characterized by condensed writing, 

another aspect of a theological summary is length variation. The summary's purpose determines and 

influences length. Yet, another feature of a theological summary is objectivity. Since the writer seeks to 

present objective information, he or she reports and synthesizes when summarizing, rather than 

interprets, evaluates or analyzes during the process. The last characteristic of a theological summary is 

usage of third-person point of view. For the fact that summary writing is an objective explanation, the 

writer views the subject from the perspective of an outsider in a non-personalized manner. To keep 

writing objective and non personalized, the author avoids the use of I, me, my or myself when 

summarizing. In concluding this discussion, a theological summary expositions, or explains, a biblical 

subject. Through the process of exposition, the writer objectively informs the reader with a condensed 

and objective synopsis. 

 


